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to Local IIi torian 

historian need· have a certain intuition as to the value of 

Rort of historical e' tdence, and, whenever te"t the results by 

all available records. 

:-.0 n-; OF TIIB ES"EXTL\1 .. <n· A I.OCAI, HISTORY 

The local hi.-torian having exh:ut::.t<>d the of the above 

of information, ha.;; now to arrang<• hi:-. material in logical 
'-' ..... 

sequence and suceinctly to ::-tate the n•::-ult,. It i:-.. imp ........ ole to pre-

'cribe for the treatment of such nul.UCI·..... .A few 

general may, however, not Le dc<'mcd out of place. 

K o county history can Le considered <"Omplcte, the following 

have received sonte attention-awl the :--arne general treat

ment tnay be given to smaller political if 

1. Geo!Jrrq)hy. - .... -ote briefly (with tlH· of map or nl:lp') 

situation, size, and -..1cal <iharanteristic::, of th(! in what 

manner it' topography, its oil, awl ib natural (such a::J 

n1ines, forc:-..ts, and have attra.c;tcd and influenced 

and determined its present economic and conclition.., . 

2. .A ntiq11ities.- Give 'on1e account of tlw nl.oun•L, rock-t1arvi 

(;Opper and .... tone in1plement-., etc .. left in the <' Htnty hy the earlier 

of people. Follow up the aceount of the mound • by what 

may Le a::-certaineJ relative to the of mod<>rn Indian villages a1Hl 

planting-fields, with their relation to the topography of the district 

(proximity to river", lakes, etc.), and to the location of the later 

white RCttlemcnts. 11 he of the aborigines in the days of the 

pioneer whites may be described, if new light can he thrown on them. 

!tlaps would he valuable to the text. also. in con

nection, ren1ark-.. under Archruology and Ethnology given a hove. 

3. I)iunffJr .'vttlement.-The settlement of the fir t whites should 

be noted and their annals sumn1arized, with a of early life, 

experiences, cu::.toms, and sketches of charauter. It would be well to 

show on a map, -.,o far a" can be a::-certaineu, the original Indian traib, 

the early highways, first and sites. 
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10 ngge tion to I.Jocal IIi ... torian 

4. Claim L<nr.8.- If the earlv !-'Cttlers formed a-..-.ociation or .. 
organizations regulating the tnaking and holding of claimt"' of land, a 

full account ~bould be given of the'e regulations and laws. .An effort 

should be made to find the record-hookg of any snch organizations. 

A. map showing the location of claim~ would be helpful. 

5. [>o!it col A.tf'rti,.,'{ This may include change8 in county bound-

aries; the organization of village-., and their develO}Jnlent into citie~; 

the history of·the county board; lists of citizen-; who base represented 

the county in leg1-.latun•s or el ... ewhcre: and orne account of the 1 i:-.e 
• 

and progre!"S of political parti(•s within the county. 

6. Indu,•;t ta.'{ a 1Hl Co11unerr·e.- .All industrie-; should be carefully 

treated, laying "tie ·~ upon that which i~ predominant, be it agricul

ture, lumbering, mining, fi lung, or manufacturing. The process of 

industrial evolution within the county may proritably b • traced, ~ta

ttstic-.; given, and pre...,ent condition and prospects for the future 

outlined. An account of the growth of comm(•rce atH.l commercial 

rnethods will be essential. Closely allied to tlu~ i:-; th(> .... t01! of the 

development of common roa 1-.. and railways; here, again, use maps. 

7. R elir;ious a nrl Sncial J>rogrcss. - Thi · department of the his

tory "hould nlClucle the growt.h of churche ·, philanthropy, reforms, 

and ciYic societiE>-..~ but he careful not to burden tbc tP.xt with un

neces~ary detail", or ful .... ome praise. 

8. Edw·ation.- It ts de ... irable to embrace a general historical 

account of the c:;chool ")-..tern of the county, and of the cities within 

it; this might be extended, if · thoug·bt best. to include a "ketch of 

each school di~trict in the county, with chronological list of teachers 

and suhool officers, and of tho:se gratlnates who have taken a higher 

education, or in any way have aclneved schola~tic distinction. Of 

cour .... c the varion~ coll<:ges, academies, and parochial and private 

schools within the county must receive due attention under th1 
~ 

head; ~o also tho .... e important adjuncts of any educational system, 

the vanous publie, ub"cription, or school librariec:;. An enumera

tion of the hterary work of citizens of the county will be of intere~t; 

it will be ~afe~t for the hi~torian to confine bim .... elf, if he undertake 

-



Sngge tion to Local Ili~torians 11 

~uch a li'-'t, to a mere enun1eration of hooks and pamphlets without 

conuncnt. 

U. F'oNJt[Jn-buru J,. 'cttle)·s.-- Givc a.n account of the ~Several groups 

of foreign-born ~ettlcr:; within t,hc county. 

10. .1llilitary llistory. - Thc part whiuh both the men and the 

women of the county took in the late ' Var of 'ece-,~ion and the 

'panbh-Atnerican \ Yar, should receive full treatn1ent. The old 

militia companie~ and the n1odcrn I owa ,. ational Guard must not be 

forgotten. I n the field of tnilitary history it would be well for the 

county higtorian to con1municate with the posts of the Grand Army 

of the B.epublic, the \Yon1an' Hclief 1orps, etc. 
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'I' HE 'l'ATE HI 'l'ORICAL OCIETY OF IOvVA 
E15T.ADLISIIED UY LAw IN THE YEAR 1857 

INCOH.PORA1hU : 18()7 AND 18!)2 

L 0 c A J' 1-; 1) .~ T I 0 w A (" I T y I 0 w A 

.F'OHl\l EH PHE ' IDENT' 

J.DIE~ \V. G:RnriJs First President 

RALPH P. Lo·wE 

~. J. 1\:rRK\YOOI> 

F. I-I. L1.:E 

\V. P~<..x'i CLARh.B ' VILLIA)I G. ILunro~n 

RoBE RT Il uTcur"\ c;o~ GEORGE G. WRIGHT 

1\I. .J. 1\tlon ~ 'r \-....; J ogiAH L. PIC'IL\RI> 

OFFI CERR 

PETER A. DEY ...... . ..•........ • ...............•... President 

I \)AAC A. Loos . .... . ..... . ... .. ................ Vice Pre ident 

LOYELJ... "'I~IIER.... . . . • • . • • . .... . ................. Trea 'urer 

Fn \XK E. HoRAf'K .. • . . ~ ..•. • • .. . . . . . • . ......... . ... 'ecretary 

T J. FITZPATRICK .. . •... . . . . . •..... . . ••••..••........ Collector 

1\1. \ V. DAVIS 

PETER A. DEY 

HARYEY INGIIA~I 

II. \V. BYERS 

• 

BOARD OF CUR ATOR 

Elerterl by the " of'iety 

GEo. Vv. BALL 

B. F. 'uA\I BAtr<HI 

l l->AAC ' A. Loos 

A. E. s"' IsiiER 

J. \ V. RICH 

Et:CLID \XDLR~ 

.Appointrd by til~ Govenw1· 

E. \V. '1.\" TO'\ 

L. \V. PARI HII 

lR"\: I'\(, B. RICHMAN .J. ,J. l\1< CO'J'JJ.;LJ... 

J. F. l\l iTCIIEI, L 

Cri."\RLEs E. HELTO~ 

VVILLI UI J.H ILOIIRIST 
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